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Last month the Association of British Bookmakers launched 
Gamble Awareness Week in Scotland. The campaign was said 
to have been designed to promote responsible gambling. 
 

John was invited to meet with representatives of the association 
in order to discuss his concerns regarding gambling in the East 
End and the responsibility that bookmakers have towards 
vulnerable people. Speaking after the meeting, John said; 
 

“It was interesting to meet the Bookmakers Association and to 
hear how they are encouraging people to be responsible 
gamblers. Whilst I welcome any efforts to curb excessive 
gambling I remain unconvinced that this will solve the problem.  
 

“The fact is that there are still far more betting shops per person 
in less well off communities than there are anywhere else. I am 
therefore convinced that poorer people are being exploited.” 

Gambling Awareness Week 

Helpmates Flyers 

There have been reports of suspicious Helpmates flyers being put through letterboxes in the 
constituency which ask for donations of clothing, shoes and other items. The flyers suggest that 
these donations will be sent to developing countries and after reading them you might think that it 
is an act of charity. 
 

Helpmates is not a charity, however. The organisation seeks to make a profit from your 
donations. If you are interested in making a charitable donation then you should look for some of 

the wonderful charities in the city, such as Glasgow the Caring City or The Salvation Army. 

John Visits First Steps Future Training 
John Mason MSP recently visited First Steps Fu-
ture Training Open Day in Dalmarnock. First 
Steps is a local charity whose main aim is to help 
disadvantaged people gain practical training so that 
they can  improve their chances of finding work. 
 

Commenting on the event, John said;  
 

”I was very happy to visit George and the Team at 
First Steps Future Training. Many young people use 
the skills learned at First Steps to secure skilled 
work, an apprenticeship or a college place. 
 

“The fact that they specifically seek to help young-
sters from disadvantaged backgrounds is very wel-
come and I hope that they will continue to provide 
learners with crucial skills for many years to come.” 
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John Mason MSP Queries GP Funding 

Parliamentary Patter 

John continued to speak out on inequalities in 
the health service recently when he posed a 
question to the Cabinet Secretary for Health, 
Wellbeing and Sport, Shona Robison MSP, in 
the Scottish Parliament. 
 

John asked whether the Scottish Government 
agreed that resources from areas with a higher 
life expectancy should be moved to areas with 
a lower life expectancy, such as in the East 
End of Glasgow. 
 

In her answer the Cabinet Secretary 
recognised that GPs from poorer areas need 
more resources than GPs in wealthier areas 
and suggested that the way this funding is 
allocated would be looked at as part of a wider 
review into general medical services in 
Scotland. 
 

Later commenting on his question, John said; 
 

“I was pleased to hear that the GP funding in 
Scotland is being reviewed. There has been a 
feeling amongst GPs in places like the East 
End that more could be done to make sure 
poorer areas with  traditionally poor health are 
appropriately resourced. 
 

“There are a lot of reasons why life expectancy 
in Glasgow Shettleston is lower than in other 
areas. Unemployment, poverty and deprivation 
are chief amongst them. Fairer GP funding 
might not deal with the root of the problem but it 
would certainly help treat the symptoms.” 

 

Motions lodged at Parliament in June: 
 

 S4M–13385: The Fostering Network — Supporting the Fostering Network’s plea for more 

carers to step forward. 
 

 S4M-13507: Setarianism —  Noting the findings of the University of Stirling Research on the 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act. 
 

 S4M-13654: Austerity —  Noting recent research by the the Fraser of Allander Institute 

which showed that further austerity measures would damage Scotland’s economic recovery. 
 

The full text of all motions can be viewed at http://www.john-mason.org/category/motions/  

The Network Rail Training Centre 
 

Last month John visited the Network Rail 

Training Centre in Larbert in an event 

organised by the Scottish Parliament & 

Business Exchange.   

Attending MSPs were given a tour of the state 

of the art facilities. John was able to see how 

Network Rail staff are trained to undertake 

railway maintenance. 

Commenting on the visit, John said; 

“The railways are such an important part of 

our infrastructure and to get a first hand look 

at how staff are trained was absolutely 

fascinating.” 


