
Parliamentary Patter is published by John 

Mason MSP to give members of the  

community a window into his parliamentary 

and constituency work. This newsletter is 

distributed monthly to those who have asked 

for an opportunity to read what their Member 

of the Scottish Parliament does and thinks.  

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

distribution enquiries, contact David Linden on 

0141 550 4327 or write to 1335  

Gallowgate, Parkhead, Glasgow, G31 4DN. 

Contact John Mason MSP directly… 
Write to/visit my Constituency Office: 1335 Gallowgate, Parkhead, Glasgow, G31 4DN 

Telephone: 0141 550 4327  Mobile: 0787 943 0877 

Email: john.mason.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/jmasonscot 

Twitter: @JohnMasonMSP  Website: www.john-mason.org 

John Mason recently popped into the local Calton Parkhead 

food bank.  The food bank provides food parcels across 

Glasgow’s East End, with essential food for individuals and 

families in case of emergency, covering time it takes for other 

social care infrastructures to be implemented in times of need. 

 

John was visiting one of the Trussell Trust branches  to find out 

more about their excellent work.  In order to receive food 

parcels, a voucher system is in place.  Vouchers will be issued 

via external agencies, such as Social Work, local Housing 

Associations and the Department of Work and Pensions, 

amongst others soon to be announced.  

 

Speaking from the food bank, local MSP John Mason said: “I find 

it incredibly sad that there is a requirement for food banks in 

the 21st century.  It is a pretty shameful indictment of the UK 

Government’s draconian welfare reforms that East End folk are 

being forced to go cap in hand to local food banks simply to 

feed their families.  Whilst it’s disappointing that we do need 

food banks, it is incredibly heartening that we have fabulous 

volunteers at the Glasgow North East food bank team, led by 

Beth Aitken, who are doing all of this in their spare time.” 

John visits East End food bank 

Beth Aitken of Glasgow North East food 

bank with local MSP John Mason  
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Upgrade Tollcross Winter Gardens too, says MSP 

Parliamentary Patter 

A city politician has rounded on Glasgow City 

Council following what he has called “bare 

faced hypocrisy” on the subject of renovating 

Winter Gardens in the run up to the 

Commonwealth Games next year.  John Mason 

has been calling upon the Council to take action 

to renovate and re-open Tollcross Winter 

Gardens in the run up to the 2014 Games. 

 

A Council spokesman was quoted in the 

Evening Times recently as saying that over 

£140,000 worth of work will be required in 

Glasgow Green’s iconic glass house, which 

would be closed certain days in October for 

repair works. 

 

Shettleston MSP, John Mason, commented:  

“I’m afraid that the Council is simply guilty of 

bare faced hypocrisy on this.   

“Of course I absolutely welcome the fact that 

further work is being done on the Glasgow 

Green Winter Gardens – it is a real gem in the 

crown of iconic East End landmarks.  So too, 

though, is Tollcross Winter Gardens which the 

Council is proposing to do absolutely nothing 

about. 

 

“Just recently I visited the newly refurbished 

Tollcross Pool and Leisure Centre which looks 

superb.  However, it does strike me as being 

bonkers that we’ll spend lots of money on 

doing up Tollcross Leisure Centre but world 

visitors are expected to park their cars and 

walk past a dilapidated Tollcross Winter 

Gardens, which could very well end up like the 

Springburn glass house if nothing is done.  The 

Council need to act without delay.” 

Local MSP, John Mason, spoke out following a recent visit to the newly refurbished Tollcross Pool. 



Call for baton bearer nominations 

Glasgow Shettleston SNP MSP, 

John Mason, is encouraging his 

constituents to nominate a 

baton-bearer to help carry the 

Queen’s Baton when it reaches 

Glasgow on its journey to the 

opening of the Commonwealth 

Games. 

  

To nominate a Baton bearer, 

s i mp l y  g o  t o :  h t t p : / /

glasgow2014.com/queens-baton

-relay/pass-baton.  Applications 

c lose  on Fr iday  22nd 

November 2013. 

  

East End MSP, John Mason, 

commented:  

 

“The Commonwealth Games 

will be a huge event for 

Scotland and everyone has an 

opportunity to play their part 

when the baton relay makes its 

way through every part of 

Scotland on its way to the 

opening ceremony. 

“During the Olympic Relay 

many, many people came out to 

see the baton as it passed 

through Glasgow. 

 

"That has heightened interest 

and sporting participation in 

Glasgow. 

  

“For the Queen’s Baton Relay 

for the Commonwealth Games, 

people in Glasgow can 

nominate those they feel have 

made a significant contribution 

to their local community, those 

who have improved the lives of 

others or who have triumphed 

against the odds, to carry the 

baton as one of 4000 others on 

its final leg through Scotland. 

  

"I hope that this will help raise 

the profile of sport in the East 

End, and that it will increase 

interest in the Commonwealth 

Games as we approach July 

2014.” 

SNP MSP John Mason with Clyde 

the Thistle, the  

Commonwealth Games  

mascot. 

John Mason has been backing the fight against breast cancer by taking 

part in Breast Cancer Campaign’s award winning fundraiser, wear it 

pink day. 

 

Over the last 10 years wear it pink has raised a staggering £23 million 

and on Friday 25 October 2013 people came together in schools, 

colleges and businesses across Scotland to raise vital funds for Breast 

Cancer Campaign’s lifesaving research.  

 

Commenting, John Mason MSP said:  “I was proud to be able to show 

my support for the ‘Wear It Pink’ campaign.  Everyone will know family, 

friends or colleagues who have been touched by cancer in some way, 

and it is vitally important that we raise funds to help fight back against 

the disease.” 

John takes part in “Wear It Pink” week 

Wearing It Pink: John Mason MSP 

dresses in pink to support the 

Breast Cancer Campaign 

MSP pays tribute to the late Cllr George Ryan 

I first knew George Ryan as a Councillor during my spell of 10 years in 

Glasgow City Chambers.  George was very much involved in personnel, 

health and safety and similar issues and clearly had a huge amount of 

respect from both other Councillors and Officials. 

George was someone who was very committed to his party and yet at 

the same time was very balanced in his approach to matters in the 

Council especially in the likes of the personnel field which clearly should 

not be party political.  He was a Councillor I found very easy to work 

with because of his professional manner and straight forward approach.  

He was not afraid of challenging political leadership if he felt there were 

serious issues at stake and I could tell that this led to a lot of respect for 

him personally from across the board.  

In 2008 when we suddenly faced a by-election for the Glasgow East 

Westminster seat, George was initially suggested as a possible candidate 

for Labour and at the same time I became the candidate for the SNP.  He 

would have been a formidable opponent but for various reasons we 

know that he did not stand and instead continued on with his work in 

Glasgow City Council. 

More recently as the MSP for Glasgow Shettleston, I have continued to 

work with a range of Councillors and Council Officials on many local 

matters.  Again, out of all the Councillors in the constituency George has 

been one of the most easy to work with and to deal with at a 

professional and personal level. 

Therefore, I was extremely shocked to hear about his sudden death and I 

do want to pass on my sincere condolences to his family and friends as 

well as political colleagues.  I know from what constituents have said to 

me that he was held in great regard and affection and it will be very 

difficult for anyone else to easily fill his shoes. 

Popular Shettleston Councillor 

George Ryan passed away in 

October, aged 50. 

John has signed the Epilepsy Consortium Scotland’s pledge for 

equal access to care.  The East End politician joins 31 fellow 

SNP MSP supporters, including the Cabinet Secretary for 

Health and Wellbeing Alex Neil and Public Health Minister 

Michael Matheson, in backing a fair provision of services for the 

54,000 people living with epilepsy across Scotland. 

 

Commenting after signing the pledge, John Mason said:  

“Around 700 of my constituents have or will develop 

epilepsy.  It is important to ensure that when people need to 

access epilepsy care there is parity in what’s available to them.” 

Support for Epilepsy Pledge 
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