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MSP LEADS CALLS 
FOR COP HQ MOVE 

TO EAST END 
  
MSP for Glasgow 
Shettleston, John Mason, 
recently pressed Justice 
Secretary, Kenny 
MacAskill, on the Scottish 
Government's plans for the 
future HQ of a Scottish 
Police Service. 
  
The local MSP asked the 
Justice Minister about the 
timescale for a decision to 
possibly relocate 
Strathclyde Police's 
Headquarters from its 
current Pitt Street base to 
Clyde Gateway's 
Dalmarnock regeneration 
area in the East End.  
  
Commenting, John Mason 
MSP, said: 
  
“Strathclyde Police have 
made it clear that their 
current City Centre HQ is 
costing too much to run 
and a move to the East 
End would reduce running 
costs.  At the moment 
these are some £3.7m a 
year.  A new Dalmarnock 
HQ could cut that to 
£2.4m, a saving of £1.3 
million every year. 
 

 
“As well has having a 
strong Police presence in 
my constituency – in 
addition to the 1000 extra 
officers on Scotland’s 
streets since 2007 – this 
would also be a great 
investment in the East 
End, which is undergoing 
some massive 
regeneration work 
spearheaded by Clyde 
Gateway. The advantage 
of the Police offices 
moving here would be that 
it would boost confidence 
in the area and encourage 
private sector 
organisations to consider 
moving here too. 
 
“The Scottish Government 
is committed to a single 
Scottish Police Service for 
Scotland, which I fully 
support.  I understand that 
plans are still being 
formulated – including 
where the prospective HQ 
would be – but Glasgow 
and the West of Scotland 
would still need a big base 
and it would be helpful if 
plans could be made as 
soon as possible both to 
start making savings for 
the Police and, more 
locally, to bring investment 
to the East End”. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Local SNP Councillor for 
Calton ward – which 
covers Dalmarnock – 
Alison Thewliss, said: 
  
“The proposed Police HQ 
will bring this part of 
Dalmarnock back to life. 
The building is a big part 
of the regeneration of the 
area but, much more 
importantly, the Police 
employees based here will 
also give a boost to small 
businesses in the area and 
spark further private 
investment.” 
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Local MSP John Mason, pressing 
the Government on it’s plans for a 

single Scottish Police Service 
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JOHN MASON ENCOURAGES EAST END 
RESIDENTS TO BE “GOOD WINTER 

NEIGHBOURS” 

Shettleston MSP, John Mason, recently urged 
people across the East End to respond to the 
current cold weather by looking out for vulnerable 
people in their communities. 

Commenting, SNP MSP for Glasgow Shettleston, 
John Mason, said: 

"As we head into winter, and with conditions 
forecast to remain very cold for some time to come, 
it seems likely that the City Council and our 
emergency services will be at full stretch trying to 
keep major routes open and attend to the most 
pressing emergencies. 

"If you are able to, it would be an ideal time to 
check on elderly or vulnerable neighbours, make 
sure they have heat and that their pre-payment 
meters are topped up. If you are in an area where 
the footpaths are still affected by snow and ice, you 
may be able to help clear paths.  I myself was out 
this last week clearing the pavement adjacent to 
my Parkhead Constituency Office. 

"It is also very important to recognise the hard work 
being put in by local council workers, who will be 
doing their best to keep Glasgow moving during the 
winter”. 
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SHETTLESTON MSP HIGHLIGHTS 
HOME HEAT HELPLINE 

 
New figures reveal that almost 8,000 households 
in the East End of Glasgow are entitled to some 
form of assistance with their fuel bills.  That help is 
worth an average of £250 per household and a 
free helpline is available for more information.  
  
Drawing attention to the campaign, SNP Member 
of the Scottish Parliament for Glasgow 
Shettleston, John Mason, said: 
  
"Some 7,800 homes in the East End are entitled to 
some form of support, so I am pleased to be 
promoting this campaign as we head into what 
could be a harsh winter.  
 
“Anyone who is concerned about staying warm 
should call the Home Heat Helpline and seek 
advice. I would also ask people to look out for 
neighbours, friends or relatives who may be in 
difficulty and make sure that they are aware of the 
Home Heat Helpline." 
  

“The number for the Home Heat Helpline is 0800 

33 66 99 or you can visit the website, 

www.homeheathelpline.org.uk. It is a free service 

that provides independent advice to people on low 

incomes on how to get help with their gas and 

electricity bills as well as other help such as grants 

for insulation or a new boiler.” 
  

Christine McGourty from the Home Heat Helpline 

also advises people to think about what they can 

do around the home to reduce their energy 

consumption.  Commenting, she said:  

 

“As well as calling the Home Heat Helpline to find 

out what financial assistance is available there are 

some other simple steps people can take. For 

example:    

 ·         replace normal light bulbs with energy 

efficient ones 

·         regularly defrost your freezer to make sure 
it's operating at full efficiency 

·         draw curtains over windows at night to 
provide insulation for the room 

http://www.homeheathelpline.org.uk/

